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And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even
as Elias did?
Luke 9:54 KJV

The Disciples wanted to command (not request) fire from heaven to destroy an entire village.
Admittedly, providing hospitality was an important virtue in that culture. Refusing to provide
for Jesus and the Disciples was, at a minimum, a serious breach of etiquette.

Even if a deliberate insult, flash-frying an entire village must count as an overreaction. Despite
teaching and training from Jesus Himself, the Disciples missed the lesson on power use. Power
should never be exercised without wisdom.

Did they have the power? James and John certainly thought so. Still, Jesus rebuked them on
their purpose and motivation: “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.”” Broiling folk for
insults was not the lesson Jesus was trying to teach.

God gives His saints power and wisdom. Every exercise of power by a Christian should be done
in further building the Kingdom. For His glory. For His purposes. Certainly not as a naked
display of willfulness.

Our modern culture needs us to use His power. To heal the wounded. To comfort the distressed.
To unshackle the spiritually imprisoned.

Are you a Christian? Then you have His power. Always use His wisdom when you use His
power.

Think: God gives us power and wisdom.

Pray: “Lord, help me to use the power You gave with, and in, Your wisdom.”
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