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When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her,
“Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”

She said, “No one, Lord.”

And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”
John 8: 10-11 NKJV
Please read John 8:3-11

The entire concept of love, especially Christian love, has gotten jumbled in recent history. A
loving heart is not blindly permissive, or afraid of holding people accountable. Loving hearts
understand that people are imperfect, especially those who stand up for right and
righteousness.

Jesus did not call for her stoning, but He did not let her off the hook. Godly conviction would
lead her to understand her error and an opportunity to amend her life. Condemnation would
have ended her life without any chance for a change in her future.

Scripture is clear on what is, and is not, sin. Scripture is also clear that God’s people are the
recipients of grace and mercy. If we are to impact the culture as Jesus did, we must operate as
Jesus did. With mercy. In grace.

Love often will convict, but never rushes to condemn. Grace does not condone sin but gives
the gift of fresh opportunity. Mercy has the strength to hold back justice and draw in
repentance and redemption.

Jesus demonstrated His loving heart to her, then you. Can they see your loving heart?

Think: Loving hearts seek to convict rather than condemn.

Pray: “Father-God, help me to have a loving heart, like Your Son.”
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