CadreMen Press Devotionals “Modern Pharisees” 2016 eDevotionals

“Modern Pharisees” By Kirk Hunt

But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to
circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

Acts 15:5 NKJV

The Gospels clearly record how this ancient Jewish sect opposed Jesus and His message of
grace and forgiveness. At best, the Pharisees were judgmental, harsh, unforgiving, graceless
and snobbish. Except for the fact they accepted salvation from Jesus, I pray you are not like
them.

After the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles, the converted Pharisees wanted to impose the Mosaic
Law (and probably all of the rabbinical commentary and regulations) on these new Christians.
Instead of embracing and promoting the new freedom and fresh grace of Christianity, they
sought to impose old thinking and older rules. Thankfully, Paul, Peter and the Apostles
blocked their attempt to weigh down the Gospel with inflexible directives and man-made
regulations.

Unfortunately, the Pharisee way of thinking did not die out before 100 AD. A rules-laden,
suffocating approach to the life-giving Gospel of Jesus is still with us and operating in the
modern Church. Opposition to the modern Church can largely be linked to Pharisee-like
thinking and practices. That should not be a surprise to saint or sinner.

Anytime non-Biblical rules, regulations or interpretation trumps the Gospel itself, you have a
Pharisee-like problem on your hands. Living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ is difficult enough.
Do not let anyone, including you, write-in additional rules and regulations.

Think: Disciples are made using grace and truth, not rules and regulations.

Pray: “Lord, help me to disciple people of all nations with grace and truth.”
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