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Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; 
nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs me noth-
ing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.    
And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings. So the Lord heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague was with-
drawn from Israel.

2 Samuel 24:24-25 NKJV

Araunah (also called Ornan) had every reason to give King David anything he needed for a 
sacrifice.  In addition to being a devout worshiper of Jehovah, he also owned great wealth.  
David needed to sacrifice the goods to stop a heaven-sent plague coming his way.  “Anything 
you want, your majesty.”

David, a true leader who cared for his followers, made a point of buying, not taking.  David 
refused to sacrifice a cost-less gift to God.  David understood what made a sacrifice or offering 
acceptable to God.  As the flames burned on the altar, the king’s once heavy purse held only a 
bill of sale.

Saints, especially leaders, must personally sacrifice for the Kingdom.  Wealth, time and 
comfort are often burned on the altar of our worship.  As the smoke and flames go 
heavenward, tears often flow downward from our too human eyes.

The point of worship and sacrifice is to demonstrate that we love Him first and foremost.  If 
you want your offering to be real to God, it must be significant and personal.  You give what is 
yours to prove the love is yours.  

Well meaning hearts and souls might offer to pay at the wrong times.  Remember David’s 
example.  Give your personal sacrifice out of love and devotion.

Think: Sacrifice to God must always be personal to be real.

Pray: “Lord, accept my sacrifice to You.” 
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