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Rotten Green Tree by Kirk Hunt

Wait on the Lord,

And keep His way,

And He shall exalt you to inherit the land;
When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.

I have seen the wicked in great power,
And spreading himself like a native green tree.

Psalm 37:34-35 NKJV

The tree was big, green and notable in its surroundings. The problem is that the good looks
were hiding a critical rot in the roots. The rot had so weakened the tree that it could not keep
itself upright. The tree fell suddenly and without warning in the dead of night. Had it fallen in
daylight, someone could have been crippled or killed.

The fallen tree blocked a central set of walkways. The mercy is that in its fall, the most serious
damage was limited to a single directory sign. In a matter of seconds, the tree was
transformed from a living state of beauty and utility to a dead object of hindrance and
destruction.

And for days, men and machines labored hard to clear away the remains of a once healthy-
looking tree. The hidden rot had killed the tree and tainted the wood. The wood could not
become lumber, only firewood.

When men and women fall, they can do serious damage. The moral disease, thought hidden, is
exposed to everyone. Where once there had been benefit and profit, there is suddenly
destruction and damage.

As God’s saints, you must keep yourself free of rot and disease. Otherwise, like my tree, your
fall will come suddenly and without warning. The remains of your passing suitable only for a
fireplace or furnace.

Think:  The green of the tree can hide a killing rot.

Pray: “Lord, keep me in Your way, free of moral taint or decay.”
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