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Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and 
sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
seats of those who sold doves.   And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house 
shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’”

Matthew 21:12-1  3   NKJV

Please read also: 
Luke 19:45-48

Matthew 21:12-15
Mark 11:15-18

John 2:13-16

Jesus drove out the money changers.  And the animal sellers.  He cleansed the Temple with 
violent (intense, turbulent, furious and likely destructive) action.

Scripture does not report that anyone was killed or wounded, so some argue that Jesus was not 
“truly” violent.  Men in mid-transaction left money and merchandise and fled.  I doubt that a 
polite request was the reason they left so suddenly.

Many Bible scholars and historians assert that Jesus’ disruption of the commerce happening on 
the Temple grounds is the trigger event for His crucifixion.  The High Priest and the elite 
leadership decided that Jesus had to die, because of the money.  Real action that accomplishes 
something will make enemies.

Jesus reacted to injustice (theft) against faithful Jewish pilgrims plus violation of the sanctity 
of the Temple.  People should have been praying in reverent quiet.  Instead, the Temple was a 
common swap meet.

Circumstances will not change until you take action.  The action you take will upset someone.  
Are you pleasing them or pleasing God?

Think: Righting an injustice, like cleansing the Temple, may take forceful action.

Pray: “Lord, give me the courage to uphold Your righteousness and justice.” 
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