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Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spo-
ken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the ser-
pents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it 
shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.”

Numbers 21:7-8 NKJV
Please also read Numbers 21:4-9

Not learning enough from Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16), God’s people again spoke against 
God, and God’s appointed leader.  Because of their disobedience and rebellion, God sent “fiery 
serpents” among them.  The cure for the sins of God’s people was an act of submission and 
obedience.

Moses, at God’s direction, mounted a bronze snake on a pole.  Those suffering from snakebite 
had a simple test:  look up and live.  God did not remove the serpents, but He provided a way to 
survive serpent bites.  If the people could exercise enough obedience and submission to do as 
instructed.

The powerless bronze image was a symbol or focus point for a man’s or woman’s obedience 
and submission.  A heart submitted to God would understand the need for confessing sin and 
obedience.  A mind and soul obedient to God’s command would look up and live.

You can choose today.  Hearts, obedient and submitted to God, can live.  Rebellious and 
disobedient men and women will suffer and die.  Your choices are that stark and clear.

Think: Am I willing to be submitted and obedient to God?

Pray: “Lord, I choose to be submitted and obedient to You.”
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