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“He Would Not Drink” By Kirk Hunt 
 

And David said with longing, “Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from 
the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”   So the three mighty men broke through the 
camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and 
took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to 
the Lord. 

2 Samuel 23:17–18 NKJV 
Please also read 2 Samuel 23:15–19 

 
In a moment of human weakness, David wished out loud for something he knew he could not 
have.  Through cunning, skill and boldness three of David’s finest soldiers risked their lives to 
bring David a canteen of water.  In humility and reverence, David would not drink. 
 
Once these three men had been losers.  Or whiners.  Or deadbeats.  After their time with David 
they had been transformed into mighty men.  Their hard-won heroism, skill and courage had 
transformed mere water into an offering fit only for God.   
 
To the untrained eye, the canteen was full of water from a specific well.  To spiritual eyes, the 
precious vessel was full of the blood of living champions.  David instinctively knew only God 
was worthy of their offering. 
 
As leaders in God’s Kingdom, we are privileged: we get to help men and women become 
champions for, and in, God.  And when they are so much more than anyone expected, there is 
a temptation to think more of ourselves than we should.  Like David, we must keep our awe of 
God’s power and humility regarding our role as God’s instruments. 
 
Fulfill the role God has given you.  Be pleased when the “least of these” become mighty men 
and women.  Remember it is His power that transforms souls. 
 
Think: They become champions because of God’s power, not mine. 
 
Pray: “Lord, thank you for guiding me to help others.” 
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